Editor’s note: A copy of the FAA letter is attached. Additional information on FAR Part
150 procedures is available on the Airport page of the City’s website at
www.cityofnsb.com .
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FAA: Less planes means less aviation noise
When the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reviewed traffic counts last year
at the New Smyrna Beach Airport, the agency found a decrease in traffic counts
compared to those initially forecast in the Airport’s proposed noise study project. The
lower than projected levels are one of the reasons the FAA does not feel approving the
facility’s plan will improve the already low noise levels at the municipal facility, according
to Rhonda Walker, New Smyrna Beach airport manager.
“The FAA’s letter basically says you did a great job analyzing your facility,” Walker
said. “But we can’t approve your plan because we don’t see a potential noise problem
based on your actual or projected traffic counts. In other words, less planes means less
noise.”
Without an FAA-approved plan, the airport cannot seek to make its voluntary
procedures mandatory, Walker said.
In 2008, 179,396 takeoffs and landings were recorded at the facility. In 2011, the
count decreased to 128,795. Walker attributes the lower counts to a decrease in flight
training traffic.
The FAA defines a noise “problem” as above 65 decibels. Anything less than that
is termed a “nuisance” and does not warrant a mandated noise abatement plan.
“The Airport understands the concerns residents may have about aviation noise,”
Walker said. “That’s why we carefully analyzed aspects that affect noise levels and
implemented voluntary noise abatement procedures, which also were recommended
and sent to the FAA for their review potentially to make them mandatory.”
In 2008, the City began evaluating various factors to formulate the voluntary
project, called a Federal Aviation Regulation Part 150 Study, Walker said. An FAR Part
150 provides rules and guidelines for airports to follow to develop a cost-effective and
balanced noise reduction plan for current and future airport operations. An airport with
an FAA-approved plan is eligible for funding assistance to implement the plan’s
measures.

Even with the higher counts projected in the City’s plan, the FAA did not feel
traffic would create a noise problem for surrounding residents, Walker said. The
decrease in flight training traffic further reduced aviation noise, which caused the plan to
miss projections.
“After its preliminary review of our plan, the FAA commended the Airport on its
comprehensive analysis and our proposed initiatives to reduce noise levels,” Walker
said. “However, the agency recommends the City not submit the plan for official review
since aviation noise already is at low levels and revising the projected numbers will not
change that outcome.”
The City will follow the FAA recommendation and not submit its plan for official
review. However, the plan will continue to serve as a noise-management and land-use
planning tool, Walker said.
To develop its Part 150 Noise Study, the City spent four years gathering data on
noise levels and air traffic and hosting multiple public workshops before submitting the
document for preliminary review, Walker said.
“Even though the FAA won’t mandate noise abatement procedures, we will
continue to remind our pilots of the Airport’s voluntary noise abatement procedures,”
Walker added. “It’s the first and possibly ‘key’ step to reducing aviation noise.”
In 1947, the New Smyrna Beach Airport is a general aviation transport airport on
770 acres of land on the City’s northern end.
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